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" THE STORY

In keeping with "I Love To Tell The Story", this month begins a series of
"stories" told by our brothers and sisters at Lutheran Church By The Lake
who over the years, or maybe even just last week, have felt the impact of
what this church, this congregation, means to them. These stories will help
us know each other better, help us understand where we have been and
where we want to go as a family of faith. Stories might tell about how we
came to be here, some might tell of the support an individual received
during a stressful time, others might tell about past disappointments in a
congregation and how LCBTL filled a void. We could hear about hardships,
celebrations, triumphs over illness, and maybe even just some down-to-
earth thanks for a church that is just exactly what someone was looking for.
We hope many of us will share in this way, for it is through telling our
stories that we share God's love and show thanks for all that he does for us.
It can be long or short, sad or funny, a big impact or a very small impact- all
come from the heart of people we love!



Impact Story

A Giant Leap

Like most folks who move to SLV, this was a giant leap for us. We were drawn to the
beauty, the peacefulness, the sense of community, and oh yes- the pretty church on
the hill that just happened to be a Lutheran Church that would be familiar and offer
something “like home”. Within weeks of our arrival, we were cultivated by a couple to
join them for lunch after church, then invited to attend a Bible Study, and within just
a few months, I was asked to participate in a World Day of Prayer with other women
of the church. And then....it all stopped. It was 2020, and everything changed. When
the church was forced to close, we felt isolated. Our family was hundreds of miles
away, and our next-door neighbors seemed just as remotely untouchable. Because of
the generosity of a member of the church, new video equipment was installed the
week of the shut-down, and from that very first week, we were able to connect with
the church via live-stream with just the pastor inside the church. We were invited for
drive-thru Holy Communion, and mid-week Facebook devotionals held us together as
a family. Small groups began to meet to take supplies to the homebound, and a
group of women organized a Cookie campaign to deliver a Valentine’s Day Card with
scripture and cookies to 250 mailbox slots. God’s Love was not being shut down!
Each day brough new opportunities to continue to serve through the church. The
challenges were great, but the steps forward brought us all hope for a brighter
future. It was amazing how creative we could be amid adversity. Love overcame the
sadness of loss, the fear of illness, the uncertainty of the future. God gave us ways to
continue to care for each other, and to feel part of a community of faith that needed
our gifts to continue on.

I chuckle when I remember my mother’s words shortly before her death — "I sure
hope Heaven is all it’s cracked up to be!” We wondered if SLV and LCBTL would ever
again be all that they were cracked up to be, but by God’s grace, we have found
many ways to serve and find fulfillment in helping to rebuild this vibrant and mission-
oriented congregation. Those gifts- being able to serve and worship with this new-
found family, finding purpose in a retirement that meant seeking a new rhythm in life
- for these things and for God’s abiding presence in this pretty church on the hill, we
give thanks.

Sherri Kumle



Pastor’s Corner

Embracing the New Year with
*  Renewed Faith and Hope

“I am about to do a new thing; now it
springs forth, do you not perceive it?” —
Isaiah 43:19 (NRSV)

“And the one who was seated on the throne
said, ‘See, I am making all things new.”” —
Revelation 21:5 (NRSV)

As we step into January 1, 2025, we stand on
the threshold of a fresh chapter, both as a
community and as disciples of Christ. The year
i behind us—2024—was filled with challenges
and joys, with moments that tested our
resilience and revealed our collective strength.
Through it all, Lutheran Church By The Lake has remained committed to proclaiming Christ in
all we do and in who we are.

In just the past two months alone, our congregation has borne witness to the vibrant life God
continues to stir in us. We decorated our church home for Advent and Christmas, each wreath
and candle a tangible sign that Christ’s light shines through the darkest nights. We gathered for
a community-wide Thanksgiving Day Turkey Trot, joining neighbors and friends in fellowship
and shared gratitude.

We lingered around cozy firepits, roasting marshmallows and sharing stories beneath the stars,
forging new bonds and nurturing old ones. Our Nativity Experience welcomed over a hundred
guests from across the community, immersing them in the story of Jesus’ birth; and then, in a
more intimate setting, nearly forty pre-school children encountered that same story tailored to
their own sense of wonder. Through the Ladies’ Advent Tea, we celebrated friendship,
community, and the joy of journeying together in faith.

We also recognized the complexities of this season by offering a Blue Christmas service for
those facing loss, grief, or weariness—ensuring a sacred space for honest lament and quiet
hope. And on Christmas Eve, two candlelight services accompanied by a brass quartet filled the
sanctuary with warmth, music, and reverence, proclaiming the good news of Christ’s
incarnation to all who gathered.



These examples are just a sampling from the end of the year—truly just a drop in the bucket of
all that has defined our ministry in 2024. They represent but a fraction of the countless ways
God’s Spirit has moved among us, spurring us to reach out, to serve, and to embody the love of
Christ. For more than two decades, since our founding in 1998, this congregation has carried
forward the mission entrusted to us: to share the transforming grace of Jesus with a world in
need.

As we turn toward 2025, we do so with confidence rooted in God’s promises. [saiah’s words
echo through the centuries, reminding us that God is always doing something new—renewing
hearts, mending communities, and guiding us through life’s ever-shifting landscape. Revelation
assures us that our Lord reigns in eternal creativity and hope, making all things new.

In the year ahead, may we continue to embrace fresh opportunities for ministry, fueled by faith,
hope, and courage. Through the Holy Spirit’s power, let us strive to proclaim Christ’s love—in
word and deed—so that our neighbors near and far might encounter the fullness of God’s grace.
With grateful hearts, we step into this new year ready to perceive and participate in the new
thing God is doing among us, knowing that Christ abides with us every step of the way.

In Christ,
Pastor Greg



President’s Page- January 2025
Sherri Kumle

Thank You!

Simply stated, we can all be so thankful for what God has given us at Lutheran
Church By The Lake, and grateful for the avenues He has prepared for us to serve
Him, the community, and the world through this church. We have learned over recent
years that no matter what the struggles might be, God has a plan for LCBTL and each
of us has a purpose in fulfilling that plan! As I recall the many ways in which folks
have stepped up, I am reminded of so many “little things”, each of them powerful as
building blocks or steppingstones in building God’s Kingdom in LCBTL, SLV,
McCormick, and beyond. Each week, we call for faithful servants to “help”, and each
week, together, we meet the needs of this church. Because we are an organized
church, we could put together a list of all the folks and categorize by “tasks
completed”, and marvel at the many names and all that they have done; however, we
are comforted by knowing that each person is serving according to God'’s plan, and
for that we are so grateful.

Turning the Page
The promises of a New Year and the possibilities that lie before us bring hope and
excitement for all that LCBTL can accomplish in 2025. Opportunities for sharing God’s
Word in our community, for worshiping together in meaningful ways that broaden our
spiritual lives, for studying and learning from a variety of teachers and resources that
help us understand our faith, for giving to God’s glory through our financial gifts as
well as our talents, for serving in new ways that shape our desire to truly understand
the meaning of “servanthood” - all of this and more lies before us in the next 365
days, giving each of us an opportunity to “"Be the Church” at Lutheran Church By The
Lake. For this and many more reasons, it is exciting to begin another year of serving
with you at Lutheran Church By The Lake!

Happy
New Ygar




Council Tips
Submitted by Cherlyn Johnson
At the October Council Meeting the following was approved for inclusion in the LCBTL Operations &
Procedures Manual.

Use of Sanctuary

The use of the Sanctuary at LCBTL is to be pre-arranged and approved by the Council for each event, with
the protocols distributed to those who will be performing or overseeing any event in the Sanctuary. Itis
imperative that no matter what the event is that the Sanctuary be treated with respect and that care be
given to maintain the sacred purpose of the Sanctuary and to also protect the furniture, carpet,
technology, and all other LCBTL components and fixtures. This applies to all services and events,
including funerals, weddings, Sundays at Four performances, and any and all other uses of the
Sanctuary.

Please note the following:

o Nooneisto adjustthe heating and air conditioning settings except the pastor, the LCBTL Music
Director or the property manager or his appointee. It should be returned to the original setting at
the end of the service or event.

o The Sanctuary, Narthex and Bridge, will be returned to the condition in which they were found by
those who reserved the building for an event or service.

o No adhesive of any kind is to be applied to any wood surface or to the carpet in any of the rooms.
This includes any kind of tape, glue, thumbtacks, pushpins, etc.

o The altaris notto be used as a table or surface for any purpose except for a service that includes
worship. Itis to be slid by two people to the rear of the chancel and returned to its original position
in the same manner after an event that requires repositioning.

o The LCBTL sound system is to be operated by a trained and qualified member of the LCBTL
Technology Team only.

o The pianoisto be moved by two people rolling it out of the way or into position. It should be
returned to its original position in the same manner. NOTHING is to be placed on the piano.

o No open containers of beverage other than water, nor any food is to be taken into the Sanctuary.
Programs, bulletins, or debris of any kind is to be disposed of after the clearing of the Sanctuary.
(Trash can is in the Bridge Fellowship Hall)

o Lights are to be turned off and all doors secured at the end of the service or event.

Date Approved/Updated: 10.28.2024




News from the Worship Team

Invitation to

Lutheran Church By The Lake is delighted to hold the weekly Ecumenical Morning Prayer
Service, led by Pastor Greg Van Dyke.

Every Tuesday morning at 9:00 am, come and experience the peace and inspiration found
in communal prayer. Following the service, there will be an opportunity to gather and
mingle. For those interested, a Bible Study session will commence at 10:00 am.

We warmly welcome all members of the congregation and the broader community to
participate in these enriching spiritual gatherings.

For Lutheran Church By The Lake
864-391-3000

Bill Hutchinson - Worship Chair
Whutchinson7@outlook.com
419-463-8112




Legacy Workshop

Individual Appointments Available After
the Workshop. See Sign-Up

January 16th
11:00 AM-12:00 PM

LCBTL ARK
Refreshments Served

Stephanie Burke
Regional Gift Planner

ELCA Foundation
Serving North and South Carolina Synods

Cell: 704-293-9436
Stephanie.Burke@elca.org

You may contact Stephanie at any time to discuss your legacy plans and/or schedule
a free, no obligation sappointment.

Your Passion, Your Plan...
Your qift for those you love, your church and God’s work in the world!

As a resource from our church, Stephanie Burke, ELCA Regional Gift
Planner for the Carolinas, is available to help you explore how you can
make a difference in the lives of your loved ones and to ministry, both
now and in the future. She is available to assist in your estate and
legacy planning while always considering your current needs as well as
your goals for your loved ones. One-on-one appointments, whether in
person or virtual, will answer all your personal questions, confidentially,
and at absolutely no obligation. It is her ministry to be of service.



LWM

LWM held their holiday wine party November 14th with 22 women attending. Guest
speaker Natoya Cartledge from First Steps gave a very informative talk about their
program and needs. Following this, food was shared and a fun gift exchange game
was played. LWM will be assisting with the First Steps gift bags in December.

We will kick off the new year on January 16th at 3pm with speaker K. Renee
Robertson, director of the Chamber of Commerce. She will share her visions for
McCormick County. We will also be doing a Valentine craft to take to the McCormick
rehab facility. We encourage all women to attend.

LMM

The Lutheran Men in Mission (LMM) is looking for dedicated men to join
the group! Our mission is simple: to promote opportunities for fellowship,
perform works of service to others and to be examples of God’s light and
goodwill.

Our next scheduled meeting will be on January 9 at 5 pm. We’ll have a
light dinner followed by a business meeting where we’ll lay out plans for
2025. Our first item of business will be a discussion of our annual Shrove
Tuesday pancake supper which will be on March 4. This is a fun and well
attended community activity.

If you're not already a member of our group, please consider attending
and feel free to bring a friend or two. Membership in LCBTL is not a pre-
requisite.

We hope to see you on January 9 and if you have any questions, feel free
to call me.

Sincerely Co-presidents,
Bill Kumle 937-313-6636
Fred Frederickson 504-231-6880



BIBLE STUDY NEWS

Mysteries of St. Paul Bible Study presented by Chuck Gresham

We will explore the life and teachings of St. Paul participating in
an interactive, scripture-based study: so bring your Bible that
has maps of the Holy Land and be ready to discuss many
interesting questions.

The dates are 1/07, 1/14, and possibly 1/21

Looking forward to February and March:

“Finding Me in Community: Being the Body of Christ”
Presented by Pastor Scott Crane

Dates: 2/11, 2/18, 2/25, and 3/04


https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bible_Johns_Gospel_3_16.JPG
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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McCORMICK COUNTY

FIRST
wmn STEPS

December 2,2024
To: Lutheran Church by the Lake

Thank you so much for your generous
contribution to McCormick County First
Steps. Because of you, the youngest
learners in our community are getting the
best start in life!

Your bike contribution is helping First Steps
combat gross motor developmental delays
The helmets help will keep them safe.
Thank you for partnering with us and
investing in our most valuable asset—our
children. We couldn't do this without you!

NaToya Cartledge, Director
McCormick County
First Steps




proenm o ety
colors




Prayer Shawl

His name was Garde.

I first met Garde while he was on the Rehab Floor at the University of Michigan where
our son was a patient. Garde was in a wheelchair and spoke only French. Days after
the devastating earthquake that struck Haiti in 2010, Garde’d been rescued from
beneath mounds of rubble. His injuries necessitated the amputation of one leg but,
far worse, left him a quadriplegic. The team of doctors at U of M that had flown down
to assist with earthquake victims, particularly children, took pity on the man with the
soulful brown eyes. When they returned to Ann Arbor, they brought Garde with them.
Through a translator, I learned one of Garde’s biggest regrets was not learning
English when he’d had the opportunity. This, combined with his horrendous injuries,
made his isolation in a foreign country even more intense. He was eventually
assigned the room next to our son’s. Garde’s desperation quickly became apparent.
I wanted to do something, so asked a friend in SLV to send a prayer shawl for me to
give him. With the help of the hospital’s translator, I explained to Garde that the
shawl meant prayers, hugs, hope, and comfort. I still remember that moment, the
look on his face knowing others cared, as I fought back tears of my own. One
morning our son, Greg, reported he’d been awakened during the night by loud
shouting coming from the next room. Later, the nurses told me that Garde’s condition
had worsened. He needed to be transferred to the ICU, but refused to go without his
beloved prayer shawl.

Garde and many others are the reason the Prayer Shawl Circle has existed for nearly
twenty years. If you know of someone who is suffering and in need of comfort, please
feel free to take and give them one of the prayer shawls available in the bridge. We
are always looking to welcome new members into our group. We meet the third
Monday of every month in the Bridge from 1:30 to 3:30. We're always happy to help
refresh rusty knitting and crocheting skills. Why not give us a try and make
discovering Prayer Shawl Circle one of your New Year’s resolutions?

I often wonder what became of the man with the saddest eyes I'd ever seen. My last
glimpse of Garde was several weeks later when he was being wheeled down a
hallway--the prayer shawl securely around his shoulders.



ADVENT TEA

The Eighth Advent Tea was held on December 11th. We had about 90 guests and
everyone had lots of complements and praise for the day.

We began in the sanctuary with Linda Wakefield talking about the Chrismons on our
trees, followed by beautiful music provided by the Savanah River Singers, led by Karen
Spilker.

Then the guests went through the beautiful displays of the Nativity Experience which
were provided by members of the church and friends. This is always a special event.

Everyone then went into the Ark for the Tea. The tables were decorated so pretty, we
even had napkins folded like a Christmas Trees by the members of the committee. The
Lutheran Men in Mission were the servers for the ladies. They were handsomely dressed
and service was excellent. We had little sandwiches, fruit and fancy desserts plus a
variety of teas, all made by the committee.

The gals on the committee were Karen Divita, Joanna Feloni, Gloria Bramble, Sandy
Granger, Tracy Hutchinson, Susan Mazurka, Debbie Frederickson, and Ann Francavilla,
Cheylyn Johnson and me, Jean Randall. The Advent Tea had a bonus of $500. This
amount was divided between First Steps Program and the Scholarship fund in Shirley
Quarrels name.

It was a pleasure to plan, decorate, and present the Advent Tea this year. My hope is
someone will decide to plan one for 2025. This is a special event for the women of the
LCBTL.

Thank you so much,
Jean Randall.




STEWARDSHIP

Home Visits

If you or someone in your household is homebound and unable to attend church in
person, please know that Home Communion is available. Pastor Greg can visit you
during the week following a regular Communion Sunday (either the 15t or 3™ Sunday
of the month). Please call the church office if you would like to have a Home
Communion visit. The number is 864-391-3000. Or in an emergency you may call
his cell phone at 843-315-8088.
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CAREGIVERS

We would like to invite anyone that is a caregiver to a loved one to attend our
group. Experience from others helps. Everyone has different situations, however it

always comes down to we want to do the best we can and it becomes a 24/7
position.

We meet the last Monday of the month at 2:00 pm in the Conference room. It is
over at 3:00.

Jeanne Thayer
Facilitator for Caregivers



Deadline for the February Newsletter
is January 19th



5th 19th

Harry Hafer Ron Younts
6th 21St
Jim Mavity Doug Chalifour
8th
Joanna Feloni 22nd
Marian Smallwood
9th
Mark Blankenship 23rd
Virginia Higgs
10th
Lynn Flom 24th
Sue Lundy Bill Castle
13th 25th
Dee Ann Bauer Eileen Hurlbut
15th 27th
Sharon Fergusson Erick Sward
Jeannie Thayer
16th
Ron Feloni 29th
Lee Sautter
18th
Linda Harris

Sherri Kumle
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1st 12th
Dale and Kathie Nixon Ada and Frank Rousseau
znd 14th
Margo and William Kite Debbie and Fred Frederickson
4th 19th
Chuck and Denise Uitto Phyllis Roth
27th

Lea and Steve Shaw



Communion Days This Month

Jan 5th, 12th joth

Communion Assistants

Jan 5t Early Raylene Emerich, ChuckGresham
Jan 5t Late Debbie Frederickson, Donna Irmis
Jan 12t Early Linda McCullough, Gerry Wasserman
Jan 12th Late Lynn Flom, Eileen Hurlbut

Jan 19t Early Chuck Gresham and Lea Shaw
Jan 19t Late Kathy Nixon & Maureen Mooney

Jan5

Jan 12
Janl19
Jan 26

Jan 5

Jan 12
Jan 19
Jan 26

Lectors 9:00 am

Chuck Gresham

Gerry Wasserman

Ruth Derick
Sandi Atols

Lectors 10:30 am

Barbara Hinkle
Linda Wakefield
Dale Nixon
Eric Randall

Jan 5

Jan 12
Jan 19
Jan 26

Ushers 9:00 am

Jan 5 Raylene Emerich and Chuck Gresham
Jan 12 Roseanne and Dick Selby

Jan 19 Ruth and Steve Detrick

Jan 26 Jim and Sandi Atols

Ushers 10:30 am
Jan 5 Paul Kline and Gloria Bramble

Jan 12 Bill and Margo Kite
Jan 19 Elaine Beggs and Maureen Mooney
Jan 26 Mike and Peggy Thomas
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Chuck and Denise Uitto in honor of their anniversary
Phyliss Roth in celebration of their 51t Anniversary
Bill and Sherri Kumle in celebration of family birthdays
Lea and Steve Shaw in honor of their 56" Anniverary
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COUNCIL

OFFICERS OF THE CHURCH

President Sherri Kumle

Vice President Cherlyn Johnson
Secretary Julienne Leibrandt
Treasurer Paul Klein

COUNCIL MEMBERS

President Sherri Kumle
Vice President Cherlyn Johnson
Secretary Julienne Leibrandt
Treasurer Paul Klein
Financial Secretary Eileen Hurlbut
Assistant Treasurer Christie Ziebell
Discipleship of Education Bill Kite
Discipleship of Evangelism Denise Uitto
Fellowship Leader JoAnn McEvoy
Servant Leadership Jeanne Thayer
Stewardship of Life Charlie Clark
Stewardship of Property Bill Kumle
Stewardship of Technology Doug Bauer
Worship Leader Bill Hutchinson

ORGANIZATION OFFICERS OF THE CHURCH

Endowment Candy Zimmerman
Elaine Beggs Treasurer
Secretary
LMM Bill Kumle and Fred Frederickson
Co-Chairs
Doug Chalifour Treasurer
Paul Klein Quartermaster
LWM Karen Spilker, Christie Ziebelle
Co-Chairs
Debbie Frederickson Vice President
Karen Divita Secretary
Susan Mazur Treasurer

LUTHERAN CHURCH BY THE LAKE MISSION STATEMENT

We are called as a community of faith to preach the Word, administer the
sacraments, and carry out God’s mission to our neighbors and the world.
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Lutheran Church By The Lake

Ministries and Contacts
864-391-3000

Ark Angels

Coordination and assistance
with kitchen events

Pat Bryant: pbryant50@wctel.net

Audio Visual Services

Technology based assistance
for worship services

Nena DeArment:
nena.dearment@gmail.com

Backpack Ministry

Weekend Food for Children

Roseanne Selby: rmselby@wctel.net

Bible Studies and
Education

Various Bible Studies and
Series

Bill Kite: billmargo.kite@gmail.com

Bob White Memorial Golf
Tourn.

Benefits community & church
ministries

Bill Kumle: BillKumle@yahoo.com

Camp Grand

Vacation Bible School

Doug Chalifour: dchali4@gmail.com

Cards From The Heart

Cards for the ill, hospitalized,
etc.

Lynn Flom: cardsfromtheheartlcbtl.
com

Christian Caring

Calls, visitation, homebound
communion

Jeanne Thayer: jeannebthayer@gmail.com
Candy Zimmerman: candyzim@aol.com

Church Christmas
Decorating

Chrismon Trees, Christmas
Décor

Bill Hutchinson:
whutchinson7 @outlook.com

Communion Assistants

Assist with Communion
During Worship

Ann Snyder:akadunkin@gmail.com

Endowment Committee

Directs Endowment Fund

Candy Zimmerman:
candyzim@aol.com

Fellowship Activities

Planning and Execution of
Fellowship

JoAnn McAvoy:dmac2@wctel.net

Finance

Direction of Financial Affairs

Paul Klein:pklein109@gmail.com

Funeral & Columbarium
Services

Funeral Service Planning
Interment of Ashes

Debbie Fredrickson: Icbtl@wectel.net
Jeanne Thayer:
jeanneblanchek@yahoo.com

First Steps McCormick Pre-School Ann Snyder:akadunkin@gmail.com
Ministry

Grief Share and Support for those grieving Jeanne Thayer:

Caregivers and those providing care jeanneblanchek@yahoo.com

Kairos Prison Ministry

Christian retreat for inmates
at McCormick Correctional

Bill Freiberg: bill.frei.b727@gmail.com

Lutheran Men in Mission

Men’s fellowship and service

BillKumle@yahoo.com@gmail.com
ffrederickson58@gmail.com

Lutheran Women in
Mission

Women’s fellowship and
service

Karen Spilker  kspilker@wctel.net
Christie Ziebell Christiez5906@aol.com

Meals From The Heart

Meals for those recently
hospitalized

JeanneThayer:
jeannebthayer@gmail.com

Music Ministry

Choir

Harry Hafer: MUSIC.LCBTL@gmail.com

Prayer Shawl Circle

Knitting and Crocheting

Jean Randall: grandmajeanr@gmail.com

Prime Timers

Adult Respite Care

Jeanne Thayer:
jeannebthayer@gmail.com

Property Committee

Property oversight

Bill Kumle: BillKumle@yahoo.com



mailto:jeannebthayer@gmail.com
mailto:candyzim@aol.com
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mailto:BillKumle@yahoo.com@gmail.com
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Red Cross Blood Drive

Community Blood Drive

Candy Zimmerman:candyzim@aol.com
Charlie Clark: cclark5601@aol.com

Karen Divita:karendivl0@gmail.com

Quilting Circle Quilts for outreach

Ushers Provide ushering service for Gloria Bramble:wbramble@wctel.net
Sunday worship

Technology PCs, Software, etc Doug Bauer:dougbauer@comcast.net

Welcome Ambassadors

Greeters at Worship Services

Denise Uitto:
edconnectlearning@gmail.com
Gloria Bramble: wbramble@wctel.net
Margo Kite: billmargo.kite@gmail.com

Worship Assistants

Lectors, Altar Guild, Ushers

Donna Irmis: blueyes628@wctel.net

Altar Guild

Lorna Soule

ssoulelorna@gmail.com

Revised 12/18/24
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